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precious and semi-precious stones.
IRON AND STEEL INDUSTRY :

Iron and steel industry was flourishing in the river
valleys as a large scale industry during this period. In the
river valleys of Krishna, Tungabhadra and in Yerramaia hills
the Hematite Iron Ore occurs in huge amounts.77 Pedda
Kolumula, Kolumula Palle and Kolimigundla were some of
the famous centres.78 These centres got their names on
account of the large furnaces or Kolumulu established for
making iron. The forests situated nearby supplied the
necessary charcoal. Near Kolunnulapalle there was
Boggupalle. The site of Boggupalle was famous for
charcoal.79 Near Chabali there were iron mines. At
Dachapalle mining was a flourishing industry. There were
kilans to extract iron.80

Rayalaseema contributed much for the development
of iron and steel industry as the "Art of smelting iron reach
such a high level in India that Greek chemical treaiiei, bears
the title on tempering steel."81 and Eridrish remarics" the
Hindus excel in the manufacture of iron. They have also
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